32S        INTRUDERS IN A PANDEMONIUM
choose to go and live in mediaeval times (somewhere in
the thirteenth century let us say), you must not complain
if the people act in fashion reminiscent of that age. It is
best to cultivate a sense of historical perspective instead,
and enjoy the picturesqueness of things.
The bishop in question was not a European himself, but a
native of the country, and a member of the Chaldsean
Church; and there is not the slightest reason for thinking
that his tutors (the Dominican Fathers of Mosul) were
aware of his rather mediaeval methods.   He would not be
likely to report too definitely to them (if he had any direct
correspondence with them at all, which is not probable) on .
the broad principle, familiar in that land, that there are
things which a Frank can never be got to understand, and *'
which for the sake of his peace of mind he had better not  '
know!   His immediate superior, the Chaldaean Patriarch, i
may have been better informed.   He is an Oriental and so
of an understanding mind; a vigorous mind withal, and
not troubled with needless scruples.
It being then desirable to remove the intruding English-
man, his lordship's first step was to request the Vali to
issue an order to that effect, on the ground that the writer's
morals were so abominably bad, that the Kurds could not
tolerate his presence. This attempt failed; the Vali
taking the line that Kurdish morals were not his business,
and that in any case he thought that even an Englishman
could hardly make them worse than they were. We regret
to say that his Excellency, having given this decision, went
to lunch with the British Consul in order to share the
ribald joke.
Foiled there, his lordship the bishop next appealed to
the local Kurds.   " If you allow that Englishman to settle
there " he told them, " he will set the Government on to
you, every time you go a-raiding; and you will never be
able to rob a Christian village in peace and safety again."
Of course the fact was true enough; or rather, it was true
. that the foreigner would do his best to produce that
;   desirable result, as far as the narrow limits of his power
, .' extended ; and it was all to the good that the Kurds should